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AMENDMFNTS TO THE ri aimq 



RECEIVED 



Please amend and retain each claim in the Application as hereinafter indicated. '^^^ ^ ^ ^ 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for operating a seamless affiliated link system on 
m e internet , said method comprising the steps of; ~ 

{al operating a host server having a plurality of Web page documents Kand]} 

that |n9lud<i,g a set of cpooified key Web page documents; 

m defining a set of key unffom, resource locators (URLs) to be revyriiten by [[all saW 
host server as a processing script; 

is) defining said set of key URLs to correspond to said set of e^e«fied key Web page 
documents as a function of said processing script; 

Id) defining a set of encoded URLs as affiliated URLs; 

le] defining a set of referring servers as affiliated servers; 

m defining a set of identifier files to correspond to said affiliated URLs- 

.frr » if . J'*'"'"" '"^^ ^ "^"^ ^q^esting said 
affiliated URLs as affiliated clients; 

urn c '"""^'''"^ ^"^"^ '^""^"^ ^RLs. said encoded 
URLs, and said affiliated clients; [[and]] 

m checking an identifier file for a pre-defined affiliated status: and 
,,,, . ^ ^ ^«^P^^etoar.n„..tforaUR| .Hr>.nn oneof ..»h ..»w».k , , 

r efemnq s^^er or a r^uesfing rli.nt W^^ brow.., ...^^ .. ^ on. 
server Or one of sat, affiliated p||^nts .nd oth.rwI^ ...w., 1, 
accor<^nq i>PI r,g.^,ted tn build Hn. nnn....^ ^, ... 

^rch-enq.no .rT,pnrtBnce of ^,ch s^lrl leey Web n.n. H... l,,. 

nh..w ^' i''"'''^"''' "^^""'"^^ '"^^^^ " accordinn t» claim 1. wherein 

^ check-ng an identifier of an encoded URL for pre.,eflned affiliated URL status."^ 
an .denffier file of a requesting client browser for affiliated client status. 
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3. (Currently Amended) ffThe]] A method Qofl] according to claim 1 . said method 
further comprising the step of . 

reading one of said set of key Wdb page documents in response to a non-affiliated 
seiver or. if afflliated server status cannot be detem>ined, in response to a non^liated client 

4. (Currently Amended) in"hej] A method ttoQ] according \q claim 3 . sakj method 
further comprising the step of : 

processing said requested key Web page document and writing the output to a client 
Web browser. 

5. (Currently Amended) [[The]] A method [[of]] acoofdino to claim 1 . said method 
further comprising the step of : 

sending an identifier file to a requesting client Web browser (currently "setting a cookie") 
in response to said affiliated URLs to Wentify said requesting client as an affiliated client. 

6. (Currently Amended) HThel] A method M accordino to claim 5. said method 
further comprising the step of : 

redirecting said affiliated clients to increase link traffic for said specified key Web 
document. 



page 



7. (Currently Amended) irhej] A method [[of]] according to claim 1 , said method 
further comprising the steo of : 

performing affiliated processing in response to said affiliated server or said affiliated 
client as a function of said processing script. 

8. (Currently Amended) [[The]] ^ method [[of]] according to claim 7. said meth9^ 
further comprising the step of : 

specifying afHIiated output for said affiliated server or said affiliated client, wherein said 
processing script genei^tes a custom output for [[aj] saifl host server to provide to a client Web 
browser. 
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9. (Currently Amended) [[The]] A method [[of]] accordrna to claim 1 . said method 
further comprising the steo of : 

recording said requested key ^ page document as a uniform resource locator in a 
search engine. 

10. (Cunrently Amended) [[The]) A method [[of]] according to claim 1 . said method 
further comprising the steos of : 

processing client Web browser requests using at least one of server Input variables, 
server environment variables, or browser identifier files; and 

generating output to a client using at least one of data files, configuration files, or custom 
program files. 

11. (Currently Amended) A method as-w accordino to claim 1 . said method further 
comprising the step of : 

generating an increased importance value of key uniform resource locators for seareh 
engines that determine said Importance as a function of links and referrals thereto from said 
referring server or other Web sen/ers. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method as In daim 1 . said method further comprising the 
steps of: 

retrieving an identifier through said processing script from a server input variable; 

specifying sending an identifier file to the Web browser or checking for a referring server 
URL as a function of ysdiether said identifier Is a Web browser Identifier nr « referring s^rv^ 
identifier : 

retrieving a referring seiver URL through sakJ processing script from a server 
environment variable defined In an HTTP spedfication; 

spedfying. through sai<^ referring server URL. at least one of a processing function to 
perform or a Web page to process; 

requesting an identifier file from said Web browser as a function of a lack of said 
referring server URL; 

retrieving said Identifier file from said Web browser, and using said klentifier file to 
specify processing to perfomi; and 
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serving said Web page In response to a lack of said identifier file. 

13. {Cuirently /^mended) A seamless affiliated link system for the lnt^m«>t ...h 
system comprising: ' 

a host server having prpcesslng scripf and ^isn a plurality of noivkey Web pages [[and]] 
ilLwhistl at least one of said Web g epeeified key Web page[[.]) e.id hoot uorv^or 

r e wr i ting oach of a cot of URU ap a prooQccing coii fi t; 

wherein said processing script is exeg^tahle (i) pfeeeeeee process b r^n..f w . 
mJmi a Web browser fe^ by checking a host server Input variable, a referring server 
■dentrfier. and a Web browser identifier f||e[[.]I to thereby dete«mHiHg determine whether said 
refemng server eompHses jg an affiliated server or a nonaffiliated sender, or whether said Web 
browser eempflses ig an affiliated Web browser or a non-affiliated Web browser, (ii) performs 
fisrform affiliated processing in response to said affiliated server or said affiliated Web browser 
and (Hi) p««eeses CESiss said URL in response to said non-affiliated server or said non^ 
affiliated Web browser; and " 

wherein said host server se«ee is operable ^o serve output to said requesting Web 
• i" response to said rt^u.»^t said output including nlthnr nt IcjlI nnn nf C3id non lioy 

Weg e n er o r n id n t I mM i,,..,. tpLufitJ I m y W rh n-..|r, i f , ,„r y ,, 

W nn r i r nnt. r, ., in .J t n hn n n n n ffiii .tu d. u,.d n il nu t pul i„,. lu j i ..y .1 l o u u i one ^ said at 
^ .ct on o op o o inod key Web page if said referring sender or said Web browser is determined to 
^ ^ff'^'^ted. and said output oth^^^^ .nrh.dlr^. ..i^ w^k pa,,, ,,,,,H.n. .... . .o. 

as reauesterf; ^ - 

whereby link pnpMl.ritY and the sParrh-ennine imnnrt^n.. ^ ..k ^.-^ w.s n... 
increased orj said lnfprn<»t 

14. (Currently Amended) ([The]] A system as In claim 13 . said .^f.rr, further 
comprising: ^ 

a Client browser requesting a Web page, which activates said referring server; and 
an affiliated client browser requesting a Web page, which activates said host seo^er. 
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15. (Currently Amended) HThe]] A system as In claim 14. wherein said refenlng 
server comprises said affiliated server referring a request from said client browser to said host 
server. 

16. (Currently Amended) [rhej] A system as in claim 14, wherein said referring 
server comprises said non-affiliated sen/er refening a request from said client browser to said 
host server. 

17. (Currently Amended) OThel] ^ system as in claim 14, wherein afflliated output is 
specified within said host seiver for said afHIiated sender or said aflliiated client, and \vherein 
output specified by said requested URL is generated for said non-afflliated server or non- 
afniiated client, and wherein said host server serves said output to a client browser as a function 
of said identifiers. 

18. (Currently Amended) l[Thel] A system as in claim 13. wherein a search engine 
spider leeatee Is ooerable to lonate a referring server or said host server. 

1 9. (Cun-ently Amended) ItTheJJ A system as in claim 13. wherein said Web browser 
activates is op^rgblQ <<? ^^tlv^tfl a search engine server that locates either a referring server or 
said host server. 

20. (Currently Amended) irTheJ] /^.system as in claim 13. wherein said host setver 
and said Web browser operate are ooerabl^ on a networtt using HTTP, POP3, or NNTP. 

21 . (Currently Amended) aTheJ] ^ system as in claim 1 3. wherein; 

said host server preeeeeee Is operable to arnr^^<. client Web browser requests using at 

least one of server input variables, server environment variables, and browser identifier files[[,n: 
and 

said host server generatee is operable in npn^rate output to said client using at least 
one of data files, configuration files, and custom program files. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A nf>ethod for operating a seamless affiliated link system 
the Internet, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) roquocting receiving a request for a URL from at l eaot ono - of a referring server or a 
host sorvor client computer with a Web browser; 

{b} checking idont i fioro -e f at least one identifier associated with ([of]} said requested 
URL, said referring server, ffand]] se said r e quocting client computer Weh browser; 

ic) determining the affiliation of said referring server or said r e quocting client eomouter 
Web browser i n rocponoo to based on said at feast one (dentil identifief: 



^ ,a . v.t> , ,u i m i iNu uiiu l uuiium i nif cam rnqi i nrtinj ininh K-gyycQr tO g CpOOifiod I coy 

Wob pago in rooponoo to caid roauo«-tn ri I I P I iHnntifinr if mquoGting W o b brow r or i c 
dotomfiinoc i to bo an affiliatod Wob b rowoon 

Id) linking said refen-lng server or said fequeefiflg client computer Web browser to a 
host server eempnsin^ .that includes [[both]] a plurality of Web pages In which at tea^t 

one of said Web oaaes is a and oaid cpcofflod key Web page; aQ^ 

(e) serving e ither at looot one of cold plural i ty of non koy Web pago& ^eF said specified 
key Web page in ropponpo t e a non affi l ioto d if said referripg server or a non offilioted said client 
comfiulst Web browser Is determined to be affillatftrl ^f-|| and othenwise serving one of sstri w^t^ 
pages ggcording to said URL as requested, so as to bniiri Ij pk pooularih/ and thereby \nr.r^^^ 
tfie search -enoine Importance of eact) performing affiibtod prococdng in r oo pon co to a t looct 

one of on ofnilotod corvor or on affiliated Wob browoor by ooi v iny sakl epeeified key Web page 

on said Intemej . 

23. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 22. wherein chocking caid roforring 
if f o nt i fi n r furthor oompriooo step (b) is at least partially annomr^ite^ ^H hy checking a domain 
name or an Internet Protocol address. 

24. (Currently. Amended) A method as in claim 2 2. said methoc^ further comprising 
the step of : 

specifying said affiliatod refen-ing server or said affiliatod client eomputftr w^-h browser 
for affiliated processing and output If said referring ^rver or said client cpmntit^r hr»»«.o, 
i s detemiined to be afflllated . wherein said affiliated processing generates a custom output for 
tta]] said host server to provide to [[aJJ sajd client computer w^h browser. 
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25. (Currently Amended) A method as in dalm 2 2. said method further comprising 
the steps of : 

retrieving [[saidj] a requested URL identifier through [[said]] processing script from a host 
server Input variable, as defined in an HTTP spedficatfon; 

retrieving [[said]] a refening server identifier through said processing script from a host 
server environment variable, as defined in an HTTP specification; and 

retrieving [[said]] a requesting client comoutef^ Web browser identifier through said 
processing script from a browser identifier file, as defined in an HTTP specification. 
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